Factors affecting healing of below knee amputation.
Between January and December 1992, 54 diabetic patients with 60 below knee amputations performed in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery O, Singapore General Hospital were available for evaluation. The average follow-up period was 16.3 months with a range of 13 to 24 months. Five patients had stump necrosis and above knee amputation was performed. Eight patients had partial stump necrosis and required debridement with or without secondary procedures. The other patients had uneventful stump healing which was defined as healing of the stump wound without complications and remained intact for at least 6 months after surgery. Absence of popliteal pulse, presence of central cardiovascular disease and absence of intraoperative skin flap bleeding were found to be associated with higher incidence of stump necrosis.